Program Description: Aspiration pneumonia is a major problem in the geriatric population, in patients who are hospitalized long term, and for people with head and neck cancer. It is the second most common type of nosocomial infection, resulting in massive mortality and morbidity; in the elderly, the mortality rates range from 20% to 50%, with a rate as high as 80% in some studies. The health care costs associated with aspiration pneumonia are staggering. While aspiration pneumonia is often due to oropharyngeal or laryngeal disorders, the role of the otolaryngologist in diagnosing and managing aspiration can vary significantly; this purely clinical miniseminar will focus on how the general otolaryngologist can maximally contribute to the care of patients with aspiration. The panelists will discuss the following: 1) The practical value of multiple diagnostic modalities will be reviewed, including fiberoptic laryngoscopy, transnasal esophagoscopy (TNE), modified barium swallow and other radiological imaging, functional endoscopic evaluation of swallowing (FEES), sensory testing, pH and impedance probes, and high resolution manometry; 2) in-office evaluation for surgical decision making; 3) when to perform a tracheotomy or refer for a gastrostomy tube; 4) nonsurgical treatment including swallowing therapy, stents, salivary control, injection of botulism toxin, and electrical stimulation; 5) surgical treatment including laryngeal framework surgery, cricopharyngeal myotomy, laryngeal suspension, laryngeal closure procedures, and sensory reinnervation. Illustrative cases will also be presented to highlight common dilemmas and challenges.
Educational Objectives: 1) Describe how in-office evaluation and procedures are useful for decision making in medical and surgical treatment. 2) Understand the value of different diagnostic modalities. 3) Describe medical and surgical treatments for aspiration.
Updates and Innovations in Pediatric Laryngology
Scott M. Rickert, MD (moderator); Albert L. Merati, MD; Christopher J. Hartnick, MD; Karen B. Zur, MD; Melissa M. Statham, MD Program Description: The field of pediatric laryngology has experienced tremendous growth in the past few years; the increased focus on voice-related quality of life issues in pediatric airway is a prime example of this. Much in the development of pediatric laryngology reflects the complementary efforts of laryngologists and pediatric otolaryngologists supported by key technological advancements. This miniseminar incorporates the viewpoints of several clinicians experienced in the management of pediatric laryngeal disorders, particularly those related to voice. The presenters will focus on clinically relevant matters for both general and specialty otolaryngologists, including diagnosis, common pathologies, as well as both operative and non-operative approaches and techniques. The anatomical and physiological basis for pediatric laryngology care will be reviewed. Specific components of the interactive session will include addressing these questions: What is the role of videostroboscopy in children? What is the role of FEES and FEESST testing in children? What is the role of in-office tracheobronchoscopy? Who should be referred for these tests? Fundamental pathologies impacting pediatric laryngology will be reviewed, including benign vocal lesions, RRP, laryngeal webs, subglottic stenosis, and hemangioma. Non-operative innovations will be discussed including propanolol, mitomycin, steroids, Botulinum toxin, and fillers. Operative innovations will include the use of cold versus laser technique for benign lesions, a brief discussion of open techniques, and recent augmentations to standard open techniques. Differing practical approaches for operative and MINISEMINARS non-operative techniques will be discussed in a panel format with presentations of challenging cases after the initial diagnostic, pathological, and interventional options have been discussed in a lecture format.
Educational Objectives: 1) Understand the clinical role of specific diagnostic tests in pediatric laryngology. 2) Approach clinical issues in pediatric laryngology and address them with practical non-operative and operative solutions. 3) Understand the clinical advantages and disadvantages of individual non-operative and operative solutions. Program Description: The temporal bone is the home to and neighbor of a variety of critical neural and vascular structures that are at risk for injury during otologic surgery involving the middle ear and mastoid cavity. Their injury can have devastating consequences including hearing loss, facial nerve injury, central nervous system injury, or stroke. The challenge to the otologic surgeon is to eradicate disease, to preserve structure and function, and to avoid injury. Being prepared to handle expected and unexpected situations is the key to success for otologic or any other surgery. In this miniseminar, a panel of experts will specifically review: 1) How to avoid cholesteatoma recurrence; 2) strategies to prevent facial nerve injury; 3) what to do when the brain is injured; 4) avoiding and managing vascular injury; 5) what to do when the unexpected occurs during routine stapes surgery. The goal of the panel is to provide the tools necessary to become a more effective otologic surgeon and guidance for how to handle a variety of potential complications that may be encountered during routine ear surgery.
Otology/Neurotology

Avoiding and Managing Complications in Otologic Surgery
Educational Objectives: 1) Understand surgical principles and techniques to avoid FN, vascular, and CNS injury during otologic surgery. 2) Understand strategies to effect total removal of cholesteatoma and minimize its recurrence. 3) Understand the state-of-the-art approaches to minimizing and addressing complications of stapes surgery.
Challenging Problems in Clinical Otology
Alan G. Micco, MD (moderator); John P. Leonetti, MD; Jennifer Derebery, MD; David S. Haynes, MD; Simon L. Angeli, MD Program Description: Approximately 35% of office visits in a general otolaryngologic practice are otologic in nature. Simple diagnosis such as cerumen impaction, presbycusis, or acute otitis media are very straight forward and rather easily treated. Other ear-related issues can be more challenging and may require additional office time and resources to manage. This miniseminar will discuss the otologic evaluation and management of progressive SNHL, pulsatile tinnitus, referred otalgia, unilateral middle ear effusion, and osteoradionecrosis of the EAC. While the presentation of these issues may appear benign, they may represent a more serious underlying illness. Emphasis will be placed on a detailed differential diagnosis, and appropriate testing that should be considered by the general otolaryngologist. Audience participation will be encouraged through case presentations.
Educational Objectives: 1) Recognize common patient presenting complaints that can be harbingers of a more serious problem. 2) Understand the basic workup that should be performed prior to referring the patient to a subspecialist. 3) Understand the essential treatment protocol that should be instituted prior to a referral.
